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y-AS AMERICAN DEATH: The True 
Story of rhe Assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Ceroid Frank. Dou- 
bieday, $10 

In most ways that matter, this new book 
by the author of “The Boston Strangler” 

t— is the best of the several major bookr on 


the slaying of Martin Luther King and 
the hunting down and conviction of 
James Earl Ray. Gerold Frank draws on 
a harvest of more than three years of 
personal investigation — including count- 
less interviews with shadow-figures as 
will as principals. Objectively, using un- 
derstatement with consistent effective- 
ness he drives his narrative on a straight 
line to the basic conclusion of Brad- 
ford Huie in “He Slew the Dreamer” — 
that Roy hunted and killed King alone, 
driven by ego and by vicious racist mo- 
tives. His narrative hangs together as 
logic and drama, and few readers will be 
able to resist its undertow of suspense. 
Frank destroys the conspiracy theory 
right up to a last nagging doubt. Above 
all, Frank follows a classic pattern, de- 
voting his two-panel narrative to indel- 
ible life-size portraits — an earthy, com- 
mitted, very human King, and his killer, 
Ray, an ingenious, obsessive racist and 
bleakly criminal loner, each posed 
against the other in implacable personal 
and historical context. Literary Guild se- 
lection. Playboy Book Club. Book Find 
Club. Author tour and TV. First print- 
ing. 40.000. [April 4) 


